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ILM1NST3:.  URBAN  D I ST EICT . 


ANNUAL  REPORT  of  MEDICAL  OFFICER  of  HEALTH  for  tho 
year  ending  31st.  Do comb or  1940. 


Mr.  Chairman  5c  Lon  tie  non, 

I homo  tho  honour  to  present  ny  Annual”  Report 
for  tho  year  1940  winch,  again  is  a short  general  report. 


"Social  conditions  remain  much  as  in  ny  report  for  1939. 
The  population  is  given  in  the  statistics  for  the  Registrar 


General  as  2,336,  boh  this 
t ho  c one  id  o r a b 1 c t ■ \ ip  o r a ry 


figure  evidently  does  not  allow 
increase,  and  is  'the  number  of 


for 


residents  or 
Deaths. 


a p p r o x in  a t c 1 y o. 

The  number  cf  deaths  during  tho  year  was  28, 
which  is  about  the  average  annual  return. 


Live  Births . 17. 

Still  Births.  1 . 

D oaths  o f Inf a nt s under  1 year.  1. 


INC ID SHOE  cf  DISEASE. 

For  this  the  sc  cord  year  cf  the  War,  I have  to  report  a yoar 
of  freedom  from  sorious  infectious  disease,  which  is  tho  mere 
satisfactory  whon  one  considers  the  constant  changes  which  have 
taken  place  in  the  population,  and  tho  admission  of  persons  from 
so.  many  varied  areas  to.  the  t own  as  well  as  the  much  increased 
numbers  of  occupants  in  the  housing  of  the  district. 


Tho  cases  notified  during  the  yoar  wero:- 


Pnoumonia 
Erys  ip  il  as 
Measles 
Who oping  C ou  gh 


4 oas  os 
1 case 
42  cases 
6 cases 


As  regards  non-no ti fi able  disease  there  w as  as  usual  a certa 
amount  of  Influenza  & IlObrilc  Catarrah  in  tho  early  months  of  the 
yoar,  the  cases  were  numerous  but  not  usually  severe  or  ccmplicat 

Tuberculosis. 

Total  Cases  Notified.  Total 

Deaths. 

3 

3 1 

( Child  cf  4 
Months , 

Tuber  cal  C/j&s 
Meningitis  ) 


Respiratory 

Non-Eospiratory 


Hospital  and  Nursing  Services  remain  as  before,  with  the 
addition  of  A.R.P.  arrangements. 

A recommendation  was  made  by  myself  during  the  autumn  that 
additional  help  in  homo  nursing  would  be  beneficial  especially 
in  view  of  the  number  of  aged  persons  and  children  then  in  the 
town.  It  was  not  found  possible  however  to  arrange  this. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 


In  order  to  augment  the  v;ater  supply  to  the  town, 
additional  springs  were  collected  at  the  intake  "works  at 
Cudworth  in  the  Chard  Rural  District  3 mil es  south  of  Ilminster. 
The  cost  of  the  scheme  which  was  approved  hy  the  Ministry  of 
Health  was  £500.  The  increase  yield  from  this  was  25,000  gallons 
a day. 

There  was  also  the  * o sic list inn  of  a crude  Oil  engine  driven 
Booster  pump  on  the  S’1 : ply  m an  at  D owlish  hake  in  the  Ohard  Rural 
District,  Cost  £3;0> 


There  has  keen  no  altexo.tion  in  this  system  during  the 
year.  The  Sewage  farm  is  still  liahlc  to  ho  over  taxed  at  times, 
although  increased  attention  lo  the  iftrigat  ion  channels  has  helped 
to  improve  matters, 

HOUSING. 

The  increase  in  the  population  has  necessitated  that  a few 
houses  which  were  to  cone  under  the  Demolition  Order  have 
continued  to  be .occupied  or  in  certain  eases  have  been  repaired 
and  relot  under  a limited  license  from  the  Council.  In  such  cases, 
tho  houses  have  boon  inspected  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  or 
myself  and  the  number  of  persons  allowed  to  occupy  them  specified.11 


I remain. 

Yours  faithfully, 

0.  C.  COURT.  M.B.Ch.B. 
D.P.n.  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
Ilminster  Urban  District. 

22/7/41. 


